66 / Losing Generations: Adolescents in High-Risk Settings
Social Composition of Poor Neighborhoods
Adults in poor neighborhoods differ in important ways from those in more affluent areas. For example; high poverty neighborhoods have much higher proportions of unmarried mothers, single-parent families, and unemployed young men (Jargowsky and Bane, 1990).
Ricketts and Mincy (1990) argue that the social composition of an increasing number of neighborhoods has deteriorated during the 1970s, resulting in an increase in "underclass neighborhoods." They define "underclass" neighborhoods as census tracts with high values (at least one standard deviation above the national mean) for each of four indicators: working-age males not attached to the labor force, households headed by a woman with children, households receiving welfare, and dropouts among the school-age population. They use the term "concentrated poverty neighborhoods" to define those with 40 percent or more residents having poverty-level incomes. Although the poverty rate remained fairly constant from 1970 to 1980, there was a 75 percent increase in the number of census tracts with concentrated poverty, and, significantly, a 331 percent increase in the number of underclass neighborhoods (see Table 4-1). That is, over the course of the decade, the number of Americans living in neighborhoods with high concentrations of poverty had more than tripled.
Concentrated poverty goes hand-in-hand with many social problems, and the increases in both concentrated poverty and underclass
TABLE 4-1    Poor and Underclass Areas, by Census Tracts, 1970-1980
1970                         1980
________________________________       Growth
Type of Area                           Number Percent        NumberPercent         (percent)
Population (thousands)
Underclass                                752      0.5             2,484       1.4             230
Concentrated poverty             3,775      2.5             5,569      3.1               48
United States                      148,456100.0          181,171   100.0              22
Number of tracts
Underclass                                204     0.6                880      2.1             331
Concentrated poverty              1,080     3.1             1,887      3.9               75
United States                       34,498  100.0           42,865   100.0              24
SOURCE:  Ricketts and Mincy (1990).  Reprinted by permission.